Section 2: How to search for speeches

OVERVIEW: What you’ll be doing:

You’re job is an investigator.  You’ll be scouring the web (primarily) and other sources (newspapers, news magazine articles) looking for speeches relevant to whatever persons/topics you have been assigned.

I.  Where to look.   This will vary from project to project.  For political figures, probably the best place to find speeches are the official political sites (like the Republican party site, etc.) of the person(s) you are looking for; they frequently have archives of speeches of their leaders.  (So finding Bush’s own site might be a great place to look for his speeches).  Also, major news web sites, like: CNN, ABC, etc.Major news magazines (like Time) sometimes have interviews; newspapers occasionally print whole speeches.    

II.  Who/what to look for.  You will be assigned persons/things to look for.

III.   What speeches to look for.  

A.  Whole speeches/books/diaries/writings/essays.  If possible, it’s best to find the whole thing intact.    

B.  Whole interviews.  Interviews are super!  If you can find transcripts of interviews, that’s a real gold mine.  And they are out there: Larry King, for example, puts all of his interview transcripts on the CNN site.  

C.  Speech/interview excerpts.  Sometimes, they will present excerpts of speeches.  Use your own judgment here.  If an article presents one sentence from a speech, or one quote by a person, then forget it.  If it presents more than 2 sentences of quotes from speeches or interviews, then consider it.  But we’ve got to have actual quotes to code.  And multiple sentences within the same quotation marks are best.  The choppier it is, the harder it is to know how to code.  But if you ever see what looks like a whole paragraph quote by your leader(s), then take the whole article that the quote is in.      

D.  Time.  Generally one of the key dependent measures we are looking for is time:  So I’ll often give you a time range for speeches for a particular person.
IV.  How to record the speeches.  

A.  Print form.  If it’s in a magazine or newspaper, you need to make a copy of it.  Be sure that you write on there (if it’s not already on the copy you have) the name of the publication and the date.

B.  Web.  If it’s off the web: Highlight the text of the article that you want, and then paste it into its own word file.  MAKE a separate file for each speech.  Cut out any graphics, etc., that aren’t a part of the text.  We only want the text.  But leave all text that isn’t quotes.  We’ll cut that out later.

1.  Things that you MUST indicate on the file.  But your work isn’t done yet.  You must be sure that the following things are indicated directly above the speech on the Word file:

a. the exact web location that you got the file from.  Not just “CNN.com” but the whole thing.  The easiest way to do this is simply to paste it from the address listed in the web browser. 
b.  the exact date that you obtained the speech from the web.  This is NOT the date that the person actually GAVE the speech; it’s the date that YOU got the speech from the web.  You’ll have to type this in.

c.  the date that the person was actually quoted.  A DIFFERENT date, generally, than above – but more important.  We need this to do accurate coding.  Frequently, it’s indicated at the top of the article/speech.  If it’s not, it’s your job to figure it out.  

2.  How to name the file.  You should name the file after the person who is the primary quoted person that you copied it for.  Then you should add a six digit number that represents the date of the file (mmddyy).  So if you get a speech for Sharon from October 3, 2001, then you should name your file “sharon100301.”  Don’t use the nation’s name – use the name of the person who gave the speech.

3.  Record speech on the spreadsheet.  In order to track how many speeches we have at each time frame, after you get a speech indicate with a mark in the appropriate box on the spreadsheet.
Example of What you should have at the top of each speech page:

_____________________________________________________________________________

Obtained oct. 12,2001

http://www.number-10.gov.uk/news.asp?NewsId=2076&SectionId=32

Prime Minister Tony Blair outside Number 10 after 2001 General Election victory 
[08 June 2001] 

I've just returned from Buckingham Palace from my audience with the Queen. I want to say what an enormous privilege and honour it is to be entrusted with the government of this country. And I am deeply conscious of that privilege and honour at this time. I would like to congratulate all the Members of Parliament from whatever political party who've been elected to the House of Commons. I would like also to say this word about my opponent in the election Mr Hague. Even though, obviously, I've profoundly disagreed with many of the things he may have said during the course of this campaign I thought he showed extraordinary stoicism and resilience in very difficult circumstances. And I said to him in the early hours of this morning I wish him well, I wish him the very best of luck in the future. 

It has been a remarkable and historic victory for my party but I am in no doubt at all as to what it means. It is a mandate for reform and for investment in the future and it is also very clearly an instruction to deliver. I've learnt many things over the past four years as Prime Minister. I've learnt, I hope, from the mistakes as well the good things but above all else I've learnt of the importance of establishing the clear priorities of Government. Of setting them out clearly for people and then focusing on them relentlessly whatever events may come and go. And I believe that there is an even greater obligation on us, on me, after re-election to tell people very clearly what are the difficult choices and challenges we face and how we work our way through them. At that I will try to do. 

So in the course of the campaign that we've just had I set out in a series of speeches the changes that I believe the country needs to see. On the foundation of a strong economy we need to keep it strong, we need to make sure that mortgages and inflation are as low as possible. But then on top of that we need to start building the economy of the future based on skill and talent and education and the application of technology. Knowing that for this country in the future the forces of global competition and technological change mean that we can only compete on the basis of skill and ability not low wages. 

And then we have the importance, the critical importance, of investment in and reform of our public services, most particularly our National Health Service, our education system and our transport system. And again here I have no doubt at all from talking to people, from meeting them, from hearing their concerns over the past few weeks that they may applaud the direction in which we wish to go but they want us to do it as fast and as profoundly as we possibly can. And that, again, is an obligation we must discharge. In our welfare system we need change too, we need to separate very clearly those who cannot work who need security and protection and must have it. And those who can work but at present don't who we must try to help off a life on benefit and in to productive work.  
